
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the stories of two South Bank QCA students on their art journey... 

Two Co-exhibiting artists on a botanical path! But who really is Michael Ming..? 

Michael Ming, Inala Art Gallery Volunteer 

Previously a taxi driver, Michael became involved with the Inala 
Art Gallery in 2010, the year of his retirement. Entering the Gal-
lery for the first time, he quickly noticed an advertisement for a 
Calligraphy Course. As it was one of his dreams; he signed up and 
became a Calligraphy student for the next 3 years. His skills have 
been put into practice many times since then, because Michael has 
been a Toastmasters Club member for the last 20 years. He has 
created many Calligraphy handwritten Toastmasters certificates 
for his fellow speakers. Shortly after becoming a Gallery member 

in 2010, Michael offered his voluntary services to the Gallery. He first started 
helping organise the exhibitions’ display, and quickly proposed to create a web-
site for the Gallery and enthusiastically completed it! He is, till this day, the one 
person creating all of the Gallery website content. He regularly adds pictures and 
makes videos of the gallery's events to add to the website. Michael has a bit of 
training in movie making. He actually has been part of “The Brisbane Movie 
Makers” for the past 30 years: a club located in Toowong. Even though he’s an 
art lover, he doesn't draw or paint himself because of lack of time. He simply 
enjoys witnessing all the different Gallery student’s talents and progress. He is 
particularly drawn by landscapes and animals in acrylic paint. Michael likes vol-
unteering as he said: “It allows me to get out of my house and do something dif-
ferent.” He’d like to see more visitors coming to the Gallery to discover all of 
the local artists regularly exhibited. His hope is that the Gallery will soon greatly 
prosper. 

Feb-Mar 2020: “Australian Botanical” Exhibition. Two 
artists friends united to exhibit a colourful blend of Australi-
an birds, plants, landscapes and portraits realized in mix-

medias. 

Mar 2020: Pouring Paint workshop with Julie Kean. Mr 
A. Albanese, MP and Mr M. Dick, MP, stopped by during 
Julie’s pouring paint workshop. A fun abstract art workshop 
to explore the letting go of traditional shapes and forms.  
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Mar 2020: Local schools competition. MP Annastacia 
Palaszczuk was present to reward all the local high schools 
winners taking part in the Inala Gallery Local Schools Art 
contest. Congratulations to all students for all their efforts! 

P. by A.Palaszczuk’s Electorate 

Kimberly Anne Smith 

Kimberly Anne first did Art in High School, but had to stop 
because her parents didn't want her to become an artist. She 
only restarted six years ago; after leaving home. She loves art 
because: “You can create something that is totally different 
from anything you've ever seen, but at the same time you can 
recreate something that you have seen as well.”  So at first, 

she recreated things she’d find online; studying from books and following artists 
such as Camilla D'Ericco on Youtube and Instagram. After a couple of years, her 
brother motivated her to do her own work; so she started realising portraits of 
women of different nationalities, using acrylic on canvas and Prismacolor pencils, 
to reveal their particular beauty. Willing to acquire new skills, she registered last 
year for a BA of Fine Arts at QCA in South Bank. Now on her second year, she 
recognises how her style has also evolved. She exhibited her work for the first 
time in 2019 and has two more exhibitions scheduled this year. Owning her gal-
lery and showing her work around the world is what she aspires for. If you'd like 
to be an artist, she says: “Do your research, look on YouTube to find some tips and 
keep practising. No matter what...Even though you start doubting yourself and feel 
that you are not good enough, you just have to get through those days, because if 
you keep practising, one day you will be good enough!” 

Toni-Maree Savage  
Toni-Maree started Art at primary school. She thought of going to 
Art College but went to University instead. She never stopped art; 
doing mainly sculpture at home. She really loves expression in art: 
“Art allows you to communicate emotions and feelings visually.” 
She's obsessed with Margaret Olly's vision of art: “Art is meant to 
bring joy and beauty to the viewer.” Realising her dream last year, 
Toni-Maree became a student of a BA of Fine Arts at QCA South 
Bank and met her co-exhibitor Kimberly Anne. She discovered at 
College, how predominant intellectualism is in Art; instead of aes-

thetics. Despite this divergence of opinion, she enjoys her studies as they enable 
her to meet like-minded people and expose herself to various artists: “It is good to 
discuss even if you don't like some of the styles, you still learn things from work 
you don't usually find pleasing.”, she says. Nowadays she particularly enjoys still 
life, since she grasped that each component is representative of something. In the 
future, she'd love to have a gallery to exhibit other artists work as well. Her ad-
vice: “Don't worry (if you are young) about how you are going to make money as 
an artist. Just give it a go and see if you can figure out a way to support yourself 
with your art.” She also advocates to practice as much as you can and try different 
mediums: “Don't lock yourself off to any type of style until you have done a bit of 
research on it, then make your decision on what you like or don’t like.” 
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Missed the beginning of this year’s events...? 


